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Abstract
Background: Tourette Syndrome is a neuropsychiatric disorder characterized by chronic motor
and phonic tics. Affected individuals and their family members are at an increased risk for other
neuropsychiatric conditions including obsessive-compulsive disorder and attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder. While there is consistent evidence that genetic factors play a significant
etiologic role, no replicable susceptibility alleles have thus far been identified.

Description: Here we discuss a sharing resource of clinical and genetic data, the New Jersey
Center for Tourette Syndrome Sharing Repository, whose goal is to provide clinical data, DNA,
and lymphoblastoid cell lines to qualified researchers.

Conclusion: Opening access to the data and patient material to the widest possible research
community will hasten the identification of causal genetic factors and facilitate better understanding
and treatment of this often impairing disorder.

Background
Tourette Syndrome (TS) is a neurological disorder charac-
terized by chronic motor and phonic tics that make their
appearance before 18 years of age [1]. Prevalence ranges
from 1–3% and the disorder is found across many ethnic
groups around the world [2]. Males are affected 3 to 4
times more often than females, and the condition is less
often diagnosed in adults than in children, most likely
because tics often spontaneously diminish or disappear
by later adolescence [3]. Individuals with TS and their
family members frequently exhibit comorbid difficulties
such as obsessions and compulsions (including full-
blown OCD), which may reflect alternative manifesta-
tions of the genetic factors; ADHD; uneven neuropsycho-
logical profile (e.g., visual-motor integration and fine-

motor skill deficits); and vulnerability to anxiety and
depression are also common [4-8].

Family, segregation and twin studies consistently indicate
that genetic factors play a significant role in the etiology of
TS [for reviews, see [9-11]]. Although there have been
some initial positive findings [12-15], identification of
replicable susceptibility alleles has thus far remained elu-
sive. Possible explanations for non-replication include
phenotypic and locus heterogeneity, gene-environmental
interaction, population stratification, and differences in
phenotype definition or model specification [9,11,16-
19]. There is a need for large replication samples. Open
exchange of clinical data and biomaterials can foster new
and innovative research that may overcome these putative
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impediments and may encourage more investigators to
work on Tourette Syndrome [20-22]. To facilitate the clin-
ical data and DNA samples from well-characterized
Tourette Syndrome probands and their families reaching
the widest possible research community, we established a
sharing resource of clinical and genetic data, the New Jer-
sey Center for Tourette Syndrome Sharing Repository
(NJCTS Sharing Repository). The purpose of the reposi-
tory is to identify genetic factors that play a causal role in
Tourette Syndrome (TS), Chronic Motor or Vocal Tic Dis-
order, and associated disorders such as Chronic Tics (CT),
Obsessive-Compulsive disorder (OCD) and Attention
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) by providing clin-
ical data, DNA, and/or lymphoblastoid cell lines to qual-
ified researchers from throughout the world. This article
describes repository's data collection procedures and clin-
ical assessments as well as how researchers can access the
data.

Construction and content
Subjects and methods
Subjects were recruited from the Tourette Syndrome Asso-
ciation of New Jersey (TSANJ) membership and from cli-
nicians in New Jersey, New York, and Connecticut. The
study was approved by the Rutgers University institutional
review board; all subjects or their legal guardians gave
informed written consent (and for minors, written assent)
to participate. Potential subjects (or their legal guardian)
were recruited by telephone. Subjects were informed that
the repository is open to qualified researchers from
around the world and that no personally identifiable
information (as defined by Health Insurance Portability
and Accountability Act) or link to identifying information
is included in repository. Consenting subjects (or their
legal guardian) completed a set of self-report question-
naires, were evaluated at the Rutgers University Tourette
Syndrome Clinic by a child psychiatrist experienced in the
diagnosis of TS and related disorders, and a DNA sample
was obtained most frequently from blood and rarely from
saliva. Probands were included if they met strict DSM-IV-
TR criteria [1] for TS or Chronic Motor or Vocal Tic Disor-
der. Probands not meeting this inclusion criterion are
excluded from the repository. Family members (first and
second degree) were also recruited if they reported having
had any tics or OCD. In addition, we attempted to recruit
first-degree relatives of the proband regardless of any tic or
psychiatric symptomatology.

Assessments
Self-report
The self-report questionnaire [23] includes sub-scales
assessing tic disorders, OCD, and ADHD. The tic disorder
sub-scale was adapted from Yale Global Tic Severity Scale
(YGTSS) [24]. For OCD, we used the Dimensional Yale-
Brown Obsessive-Compulsive scale [25]. The adult self-
report questionnaire included an ADHD symptom check-

list, whereas the parent-on-child questionnaire includes a
version of the SNAP-IV ADHD rating scale [26], with addi-
tional items concerning age of onset, impairment, setting,
and history of prior diagnosis or treatment. The self-report
also includes sections assessing medical history, relevant
medication use, birth and development, and family his-
tory. The adult and parent-on-child self-report question-
naires are available on the NJCTS repository website at:
http://tourette-repository.org/.

Clinical diagnosis
Final diagnoses were made according to strict DSM-IV-TR
criteria [1] by an experienced child psychiatrist (RK) spe-
cializing in Tourette Syndrome and were based upon
review of the self-report forms followed by direct semi-
structured interview of the subject or parent informant.
Each subject was assessed for the presence or absence of
the following conditions: TS or other tic disorders (includ-
ing chronic motor or vocal tic disorder, transient tic disor-
der, and tic disorder NOS), OCD or obsessive-compulsive
symptomatology (including subclinical OCD, obsessive-
compulsive symptoms, or obsessive-compulsive person-
ality disorder), ADHD (including combined, inattentive,
hyperactivity/impulsivity subtypes), and trichotilloma-
nia. For each condition for which symptoms were
reported, the level of diagnostic certainty was rated as
("Definite", "Probable", or "Possible") based on the com-
pleteness and unambiguity of the symptom reports, agree-
ment between informants, and extent to which diagnostic
criteria were met [27,28]. The diagnostician also rated tic
and OCD severity using the YGTSS Tic Severity Rating
scale [24] and DYBOCS Score Sheet [25]. The Summary
Rating Form, the YGTSS Tic Severity Rating scale, and DY-
BOCS Score Sheet are available for download from NJCTS
repository website.

To identify atypical TS cases or cases which occurred in
conjunction with potentially confounding conditions, the
cases were routinely "flagged" for the following: atypical
presentation (e.g. tics not appearing until late in adoles-
cence or after head trauma), psychosis, pervasive develop-
mental or a Autism spectrum disorder, other neurological
problems, congenital anomalies, or suspected genetic syn-
drome/chromosomal abnormalities. Since these poten-
tially confounding conditions (e.g., Austim spectrum)
were not the primary diagnoses of interest, no specialized
instruments were used to make these diagnoses. If, in the
course of the developmental/medical history, the subject
or parent reported other current or lifetime diagnoses,
these were briefly queried, noted, and flagged. Diagnoses
and flags were coded on the Summary Rating Form and
entered into a database.

Creation of permanent cell lines
Blood specimens collected from participating subjects are
brought to the Rutgers University Cell Repository at Rut-
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gers University (RUCDR), where EBV-transformed lym-
phoblastic permanent cell lines are created, frozen,
thawed, and re-grown to ensure viability. DNA is extracted
from these cell lines for genetic studies.

Sample description
Study recruitment began in June, 2007 and is ongoing.
Our current goal is to collect DNA, cell lines and clinical
information from approximately 1000 persons who
either seem to have TS or are related to someone with TS.
In addition, we are currently assembling a research team
whose goal is to submit a multi-site collaboration grant to
substantially increase the sample size. For a summary of
the current data collection, see the NJCTS repository web-
site at: http://tourette-repository.org/. As of November 1st,
2008, a total of 75 (23 female and 52 male) probands
with TS or Chronic Motor or Vocal Tic Disorder have been
evaluated and provided DNA. Of these, 10 are singletons
(i.e., no other relatives included) and 65 have at least one
other relative included (i.e., denoted as pedigree families).
The 65 pedigree families comprise of 47 trios (proband
plus both biological parents) for association analyses. Of
the 65 pedigree families, 253 subjects were evaluated and
245 provided DNA. Of these, 86 subjects met criteria for
definite TS and 96 met criteria for TS or other tic disorders
at the probable or definite certainty level.

Utility and discussion
The NJCTS Sharing Repository contains clinical data,
DNA, and lymphoblastoid cell lines on singleton
probands, trios (probands plus both parents), and larger
pedigrees. All subjects, both affected and unaffected, are
evaluated by an experienced psychiatrist specializing in
Tourette Syndrome. Data collection is ongoing and sub-
mitted samples are available for distribution as soon as
they have been processed and the accompanying clinical/
demographic data entered (i.e., no embargo period). For
a summary of the current data collection, clinical assess-
ment forms, instructions for accessing the data, see the
NJCTS repository website at: http://tourette-reposi
tory.org/.

Conclusion
The NJCTS Sharing Repository provides a unique resource
for disseminating clinical data, DNA, and lymphoblastoid
cell lines to qualified researchers interested in conducting
genetic analyses on Tourette Syndrome and associated
conditions. The goal is to provide data access to the widest
possible research community to hasten the identification
of causal genetic factors and facilitate better understand-
ing and treatment of this often impairing disorder.

Availability and requirements
NJCTS Sharing Repository is devoted to the collection and
expedited distribution of biomaterials and clinical data

for the genetic analysis of Tourette Syndrome and related
disorders. Therefore, there is no embargo period between
sample submission and availability for distribution.
Anonymous data on family structure, age, sex, clinical sta-
tus, and diagnosis ("clinical data"), DNA samples, blood
plasma, and cell line cultures ("biomaterials") are distrib-
uted to qualified researchers at recognized biomedical
research facilities. Researchers may gain access to clinical
data, genetic analysis data, and biomaterials after receiv-
ing approval based on the qualifications of the investiga-
tors in conducting genetic research on complex disorders.
Once approval is given, clinical data and biomaterials are
sent after payment of a modest access fee. As of 4/1/08, we
have distributed clinical data and DNA to three independ-
ent international research groups. For more instructions
on how to obtain access to data, see the NJCTS repository
website at: http://tourette-repository.org/.

Authors' contributions
GAH participated in the design and coordination of the
repository and drafted the manuscript. RAK participated
in the design, carried out the clinical assessments and
helped draft the manuscript. JAT conceived, participated
in obtaining funding, and in design of the repository. JAT
also participated in critical revisions of all of the submit-
ted publication material. All authors read and approved
the final manuscript.

Acknowledgements
The authors thank all of the family members who participated. We also 
acknowledge the contributions of Daniela Colognori and Joseph Conerty 
for recruiting families and Joanne O'Brien for phlebotomy. This study was 
supported by a grant from the New Jersey Center for Tourette Syndrome 
& Associated Disorders and Tourette Syndrome Association of New Jersey 
through the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior services (08-
1827-FS-N-0), and by the National Institute of Mental Health (U24 
MH068457).

References
1. American Psychiatric Association: (DSM-IV-TR) Diagnostic and statistical

manual of mental disorders 4th edition. Washington, DC: American
Psychiatric Press; 2000. 

2. Robertson MM: Diagnosing Tourette syndrome: is it a com-
mon disorder?  J Psychosom Res 2003, 55:3-6.

3. Bloch MH, Peterson BS, Scahill L, Otka J, Katsovich L, Zhang H, Leck-
man JF: Adulthood outcome of tic and obsessive-compulsive
symptom severity in children with Tourette syndrome.  Arch
Pediatr Adolesc Med 2006, 160:65-69.

4. Gaze C, Kepley HO, Walkup JT: Co-occurring psychiatric disor-
ders in children and adolescents with Tourette syndrome.  J
Child Neurol 2006, 21:657-664.

5. Hounie AG, do Rosario-Campos MC, Diniz JB, Shavitt RG, Ferrao YA,
Lopes AC, Mercadante MT, Busatto GF, Miguel EC: Obsessive-
compulsive disorder in Tourette syndrome.  Adv Neurol 2006,
99:22-38.

6. Denckla MB: Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder: the
childhood co-morbidity that most influences the disability
burden in Tourette syndrome.  Adv Neurol 2006, 99:17-21.

7. Bloch MH, Sukhodolsky DG, Leckman JF, Schultz RT: Fine-motor
skill deficits in childhood predict adulthood tic severity and
global psychosocial functioning in Tourette's syndrome.  J
Child Psychol Psychiatry 2006, 47:551-559.
Page 3 of 4
(page number not for citation purposes)

http://tourette-repository.org/
http://tourette-repository.org/
http://tourette-repository.org/
http://tourette-repository.org/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12842225
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12842225
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=16389213
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=16389213
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=16970866
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=16970866
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=16536350
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=16536350
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=16536349
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=16536349
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=16536349
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=16712631
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=16712631
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=16712631


BMC Medical Genomics 2008, 1:58 http://www.biomedcentral.com/1755-8794/1/58
Publish with BioMed Central   and  every 
scientist can read your work free of charge

"BioMed Central will be the most significant development for 
disseminating the results of biomedical research in our lifetime."

Sir Paul Nurse, Cancer Research UK

Your research papers will be:

available free of charge to the entire biomedical community

peer reviewed and published immediately upon acceptance

cited in PubMed and archived on PubMed Central 

yours — you keep the copyright

Submit your manuscript here:
http://www.biomedcentral.com/info/publishing_adv.asp

BioMedcentral

8. Schultz RT, Carter AS, Gladstone M, Scahill L, Leckman JF, Peterson
BS, Zhang H, Cohen DJ, Pauls D: Visual-motor integration func-
tioning in children with Tourette syndrome.  Neuropsychology
1998, 12:134-145.

9. State MW, Pauls DL, Leckman JF: Tourette's syndrome and
related disorders.  Child Adolesc Psychiatr Clin N Am 2001,
10:317-331.

10. Pauls DL: An update on the genetics of Gilles de la Tourette
syndrome.  J Psychosom Res 2003, 55:7-12.

11. Keen-Kim D, Freimer NB: Genetics and epidemiology of
Tourette syndrome.  J Child Neurol 2006, 21:665-671.

12. Abelson JF, Kwan KY, O'Roak BJ, Baek DY, Stillman AA, Morgan TM,
Mathews CA, Pauls DL, Rasin MR, Gunel M, et al.: Sequence vari-
ants in SLITRK1 are associated with Tourette's syndrome.
Science 2005, 310:317-320.

13. The Tourette Syndrome Association International Consortium for
Genetics: Genome scan for Tourette disorder in affected-sib-
ling-pair and multigenerational families.  Am J Hum Genet 2007,
80:265-272.

14. Paschou P, Feng Y, Pakstis AJ, Speed WC, DeMille MM, Kidd JR, Jag-
hori B, Kurlan R, Pauls DL, Sandor P, et al.: Indications of linkage
and association of Gilles de la Tourette syndrome in two
independent family samples: 17q25 is a putative susceptibil-
ity region.  Am J Hum Genet 2004, 75:545-560.

15. Merette C, Brassard A, Potvin A, Bouvier H, Rousseau F, Emond C,
Bissonnette L, Roy MA, Maziade M, Ott J, et al.: Significant linkage
for Tourette syndrome in a large French Canadian family.
Am J Hum Genet 2000, 67:1008-1013.

16. Elston RC, Lin D, Zheng G: Multistage sampling for genetic
studies.  Annu Rev Genomics Hum Genet 2007, 8:327-342.

17. Hirschhorn JN, Altshuler D: Once and again-issues surrounding
replication in genetic association studies.  J Clin Endocrinol Metab
2002, 87:4438-4441.

18. Eapen V, Pauls DL, Robertson MM: The role of clinical pheno-
types in understanding the genetics of obsessive-compulsive
disorder.  J Psychosom Res 2006, 61:359-364.

19. Keen-Kim D, Mathews CA, Reus VI, Lowe TL, Herrera LD, Budman
CL, Gross-Tsur V, Pulver AE, Bruun RD, Erenberg G, et al.: Over-
representation of rare variants in a specific ethnic group may
confuse interpretation of association analyses.  Hum Mol Genet
2006, 15:3324-3328.

20. Moldin SO: NIMH Human Genetics Initiative: 2003 update.
Am J Psychiatry 2003, 160:621-622.

21. Baker M: Genome studies: Genetics by numbers.  Nature 2008,
451:516-518.

22. Policy for Sharing of Data Obtained in NIH Supported or
Conducted Genome-Wide Association Studies (GWAS)
[http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/not-od-07-088.html]

23. TSA Genetic Linkage Consortium: Family self-report questionnaire adult
and child version for tics, obsessive-compulsiveness, attention difficulties,
impulsivity and motor hyperactivity 1995.

24. Leckman JF, Riddle MA, Hardin MT, Ort SI, Swartz KL, Stevenson J,
Cohen DJ: The Yale Global Tic Severity Scale: initial testing
of a clinician-rated scale of tic severity.  J Am Acad Child Adolesc
Psychiatry 1989, 28:566-573.

25. Rosario-Campos MC, Miguel EC, Quatrano S, Chacon P, Ferrao Y,
Findley D, Katsovich L, Scahill L, King RA, Woody SR, et al.: The
Dimensional Yale-Brown Obsessive-Compulsive Scale (DY-
BOCS): an instrument for assessing obsessive-compulsive
symptom dimensions.  Mol Psychiatry 2006, 11:495-504.

26. Swanson JM, Kraemer HC, Hinshaw SP, Arnold LE, Conners CK,
Abikoff HB, Clevenger W, Davies M, Elliott GR, Greenhill LL, et al.:
Clinical relevance of the primary findings of the MTA: suc-
cess rates based on severity of ADHD and ODD symptoms
at the end of treatment.  J Am Acad Child Adolesc Psychiatry 2001,
40:168-179.

27. Roy MA, Lanctot G, Merette C, Cliche D, Fournier JP, Boutin P, Rod-
rigue C, Charron L, Turgeon M, Hamel M, et al.: Clinical and meth-
odological factors related to reliability of the best-estimate
diagnostic procedure.  Am J Psychiatry 1997, 154:1726-1733.

28. Pauls DL, Alsobrook JP, Goodman W, Rasmussen S, Leckman JF: A
family study of obsessive-compulsive disorder.  Am J Psychiatry
1995, 152:76-84.

Pre-publication history
The pre-publication history for this paper can be accessed
here:

http://www.biomedcentral.com/1755-8794/1/58/prepub
Page 4 of 4
(page number not for citation purposes)

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9460741
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9460741
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11351801
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11351801
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12842226
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12842226
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=16970867
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=16970867
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=16224024
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=16224024
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=17304708
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=17304708
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15303240
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15303240
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15303240
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10986045
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10986045
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=17506660
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=17506660
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12364414
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12364414
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=16938514
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=16938514
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=16938514
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=17035247
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=17035247
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=17035247
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12668346
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=18235474
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/not-od-07-088.html
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=2768151
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=2768151
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=16432526
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=16432526
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=16432526
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11211365
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11211365
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11211365
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9396953
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9396953
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9396953
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=7802125
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=7802125
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1755-8794/1/58/prepub
http://www.biomedcentral.com/
http://www.biomedcentral.com/info/publishing_adv.asp
http://www.biomedcentral.com/

	Abstract
	Background
	Description
	Conclusion

	Background
	Construction and content
	Subjects and methods
	Assessments
	Self-report
	Clinical diagnosis
	Creation of permanent cell lines
	Sample description


	Utility and discussion
	Conclusion
	Availability and requirements
	Authors' contributions
	Acknowledgements
	References
	Pre-publication history

